Hi Bob -

 

I posted a query about the record on the Yahoo Spectropop Message Board, where any Folks in the Biz hang out. I got a couple of responses, one from Phil X. Milstein who was familiar with a couple of the writer's names. Apparently there are direct ties to Paul Simon. Here is his full response:

 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Elizabeth Curtis wrote:
> Eddie Simon's "Beach Boy" appears on Teen-Age Dreams, Volume
> 17; the writing credits are Hosey, Gordon and Brown. As far
> as I know it was released in 1964. The liner notes of Teen-
> Age Dreams state that Tornado was a California-based label.
> That's the extent of my knowledge on this great song.


Phil Milstein wrote:
That would be Athena Hosey and Hal Gordon (Brown I don't know
from). Hosey owned the recording studio at which Paul Simon
would occasionally cut demos for amateur songwriters. Perhaps
when he signed his Columbia contract, or moved to England or
something, Paul turned his Hosey work over to his brother,
leading in turn to the commercial release under discussion.

For a bit more on Paul Simon and the Simon/Hosey connection,
see http://humanists.net/wasm/costarica.html . It's a
fascinating page in general, hosted by Warren Smith, whose
partner owned the Variety Recording Studio, in New York's
theater district, for many years. The page is filled with
gossipy tidbits about some of the luminaries who'd worked at
the studio. Smith and his late partner were likely among the
few people ever to know both Sun Ra and Tiny Tim, among their
many other showbusiness connections. I can't imagine a
single Spectropopper not finding something to take home from
Smith's stories.

Hope this helps,

Fred Clemens
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