Bob,

 

Ray Melton grew up in Murfreesboro, Tennessee.    As a young boy, he won a talent contest and was selected to perform on stage at the Ryman Auditorium in Nashville, which was the original home of the Grand Ole Opry.

 

I'm pretty certain he recorded in Nashville, as he actually lived there for a while.   He had an album out at one time but can't remember too much about it.

 

Ray moved down to Panama City, Florida where he spent his time touring the Panhandle of Florida with his band The Tennessee Studs.   He billed himself as Little Ray Melton because of his diminitive size, he was only 5 feet 2 inches tall.   He married a lady named Ginger and had twin daughters.   He never recorded again and did not pursue stardom.  In his own words, "I prefer to be a big fish in a little pond."

 

He made a good living touring with the band and put his money into a retirement plan.  Around 1989, he officially retired and moved back to Murfreesboro, Tennessee.   

 

I'll dig around in my archives to find a photo and/or the album.   

 

John Botts

October 25, 2006

 

